
 
                                

H.E. Mr. Peter Thompson, President of the seventy-first session of the United Nations General Assembly, 
Ambassador Thomson took office in New York as Fiji’s Permanent Representative to the United Nations in 
February 2010, serving concurrently as Fiji’s Ambassador to Cuba. A graduate in political studies (Auckland 
University, NZ) and development studies (Cambridge University, UK). 
 

Amir Dossal is Founder and President of the Global Partnerships Forum – a not-for-profit knowledge 
platform to provide changemakers with tools to build innovative partnerships to address economic and social 
challenges. Amir is a 25-year veteran of the United Nations; an accomplished diplomat, with a deep 
understanding of international diplomacy, global development, and humanitarian issues. 
 

H. E. Michel Joseph Martelly, Haitian musician who became president of Haiti (2011–16) in elections that 
followed the earthquake in 2010. As president, Martelly hastened the pace of reconstruction in Haiti, where 
hundreds of thousands of the displaced subsisted in squalid tent settlements, and lured foreign investment 
to the country.  
 

H.E. Mr. Rudolph Michael Ten-Pow is the Permanent Representative and Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of Guyana to the United Nations. He received a Bachelor of Arts Degree in French, Spanish 
and Portuguese from the University of Guyana with distinction. He earned Postgraduate Diplomas from the 
University of Geneva, Switzerland and from the City University of New York. 
 
Henry MacDonald is the Permanent Representative of Suriname to the United Nations. Mr. Mac Donald has 
received numerous academic honors, including a human rights and environmental law fellowship at the 
University of Amsterdam, Netherlands (1998), and a UN-UNITAR fellowship at the Peace Palace in The 
Hague, Netherlands (1994). Ambassador has a Master of Laws from American University. 
 
Bruce Knotts, executive director of Unitarian Universalist UN office and co-chair of UN NGO committee on 
Human Rights. He got his Bachelor's Degree in History from Pepperdine University and his Master's Degree 
in International Education from the Monterey Institute of International Studies. He joined the Department of 
State as a U.S. diplomat in 1984. He evaluated programs and recommended funding for UNHCR, WFP, 
UNICEF, UNDP, WHO and many NGOs working with refugees in West Africa.  
 
Javier Cortés Fernández, is a development economist and holds a degree in Economics and Business from 
the Autonomous University of Madrid. He works as the Head of UN Global Compact Local Networks for the 
America. He has his Masters in Cooperation for Development by International Institute Ortega y Gasset; and 
Doctorate Studies in Sustainable Development at Universidad Autónoma de Madrid. 
 
Kazi Afzalur Rahman, UNWTO Deputy Special Representative to the UN. He served as a professional 
diplomat of Bangladesh for 17 years. Mr. Rahman joined the United Nations Secretariat and served in the 
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) and as Secretary of the Commission and 
Chief of the Office of the Executive Secretary.  
 

Dr. Chantal Line Carpentier is the Chief of UNCTAD. Prior to that, she was actively involved in the 
successful negotiations of the SDGs for the Division for Sustainable Development of the UN Department of 
Economic and Social Affairs. She is a Yale World Fellow and has consulted for UNDP, World Bank, OCDE, and 
USDA.  
 
Pan Yuejian, President of Shenzhen Qianhai Yunjipin Ecommerce Co.. Yuejian graduated from Kansas State 
University and achieved his Master’s degree in Industrial Engineering. He is also deputy secretary-general of 
the world New Economic Research Institute. Yuejian is one of top ten great leaders of Chinese brand 
innovation.  
 
Alfred R. Berkeley III currently serves as Chairman of Princeton Capital Management, Inc., a registered 
investment advisor. Mr. Berkeley has over 25 years of experience in the financial industry. Mr. Berkeley 
served as President and then Vice-Chairman of the NASDAQ Stock Market, Inc. Mr. Berkeley co-founded the 
Firms Technology Group in 1975.  
 
Chen Zongjian is the founder of Porter Company, chairman of Porter Holdings, the Chief architect of 
American listed company Porter Group, Co-chairman of Global New Economy Summit, and New Economic 
Expert. Creating the 020 Industry cluster big data financial platform, namely Portercity project, which is 
developed all over the world. 
 
Dr. Li Chengyi is the founder of theoretical, practical and creative development of human big health and 
Traditional Chinese Medicine Preventive treatment of disease. He created China Beijing Chengyi Medical 
Research Institute. His exquisite medical skills and original creative Chengyi acupoint penetration therapy 
has won high praise from both the medical profession and patients. 
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Chen Qingkui, director of National Construction Engineering and equipment virtual simulation experimental 
teaching center of Shandong Jianzhu University, the founder of Jinan Keming Digital Technology Co. Ltd., the 
provider of currently leading VR technology development and application. 
 
Antonio Rodrigue, Haiti Minister of Foreign Affairs, is a career Diplomat with more than 30 years of experience. 
He began his career in Haiti as a member of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, then in Switzerland as Consul General 
of the Republic of Haiti in Geneva. 
 
Wilson Laleau, served the Martelly administration as Minister of Finance and Commerce, and now as Chief of Staff 
to President Jovenel Moise. Laleau grew up in Port-Au-Prince, and attended the state university. He received a 
scholarship, which landed him in Belgium to further his studies. 
 
Jeffrey A. Smith, Adjunct Professor, Fordham Law School; Co-Director, Fordham Law School Sustainability 
Initiative; Retired Partner, Cravath, Swaine and Moore LLP. For the past 35 years, Jeff Smith has advised 
multinational corporations and mid-market companies. Jeff received his undergraduate degree from Harvard 
College and his law degree from the University of Pennsylvania. 
 
Dr. David Post is IBM's Global Enterprise Government and Healthcare Leader, with responsibility for helping 
define IBM's strategy, selecting investment priorities, and collaborating with clients to develop innovative solutions 
to business and public policy challenges. David is also IBM's executive sponsor for the United Nations system. 
David holds a PhD from Georgetown and has taught at Columbia University. 
 
Geoffrey Siwo is currently a Research Scientist at IBM Research-Africa in Johannesburg, South Africa where he is 
initiating new projects in data driven healthcare. His work has been featured in several media including CNN, USA 
Today and Fast Company. He received his PhD in Biological Sciences at the University of Notre Dame (2014). He 
performed post-doctoral research at Dartmouth College. 
 
Tara Nathan, is the executive vice president of Public-Private partnerships at Mastercard. In this role, she is 
responsible for leading the development of partnerships with NGOs, development and multi-lateral organizations to 
drive electronic payments for the unbanked and underserved. She earned a BSFS from the Georgetown School of 
Foreign Service and an MBA from The Wharton School of Business. 
 
Dr. Scott C. Ratzan, M.D., is the President of ABinBev Foundation. Scott’s contributions to improve public health 
domestically and internationally include pioneering projects and publishing in the areas of health literacy, mobile 
health (mHealth) communication and global health diplomacy. 
 
Pilar Stella has over 15 years experience across public-private-nonprofit sectors, raising capital and managing 
large-scale projects. She has served in Colorado USA Governor Romer’s Office of Public-Private Partnerships and as 
an advisor to foundations, NGOs, and government organizations. She has also published in Forbes.com, HuffPost, 
Women 2.0, & two books.  
 
Natalie Gonnella-Platts, serves as the Deputy Director of the Women's Initiative at the George W. Bush 
Institute.  In this role, Natalie is responsible for research and programmatic efforts that empower women 
worldwide to lead in their communities and countries. Natalie studied Communications and International Studies at 
SUNY Fredonia. She earned an MA in War, Violence and Security studies from the University of Sussex in Brighton, 
United Kingdom 
 

Matthew Swift is the Co-Founder, Chairman, & CEO of Concordia. Concordia is  a reputable and impactful 
nonpartisan organization providing thought leadership to bridge the private, public and nonprofit sectors. Prior, 
Matthew spent six years in the media industry, having held positions within News Corporation and its subsidiaries: 
Fox News Channel, British Sky Broadcasting, and the New York Post. 
 

Patrick Sciarratta is a Special Adviser to the Permanent Mission of Suriname to the United Nations. Mr. 
Sciarratta is also the Editor of the NGO Reporter. Mr. Sciarratta received the first-ever MacArthur award presented 
to an NGO.  In the 1990’s he became a Presidential Representative to President Clinton. Patrick is the Development 

Manager for the World Development Foundation and founder of the Vinculum Foundation in New York.   
 

Dr. Xiangang Gou, President of World Development Foundation (www.globalwdf.org). He has a PHD from 
University of Technology in Sydney. Previously he worked as a Chief Scientist at World Academy of Development 
Sciences.  As a professor in China, Dr. Guo has published over fifty books and academic papers.  Dr. Guo 
promotes sustainable development issues throughout Latin America and the Caribbean. 
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