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Michelle Marie, A Modern Day Renaissance Woman

By: Ragger Webhster

Mlichelle Marie is 8 wile, mother, painter, musician, gardener decorator, ath- Michelle Marie reminds me of the Bobh Dylan song,
lete and philanthropist, She grew wp in Atlanta, has lived in Paris and now She Belongs to Me.

with her hishand Jon L. Heinemann, maintaing several homes in the

Mombeast: an apariment oo 5th Avense, a manor hogse on the Hudson She's pood everythiog she neads

River, and a place onthe sea st Kennghunkport, Maine, Last Octobe, Shi's an srtist, she don't look hack

Michelle and Jon gave hirth o @ houncing eight pound baby boy they named

. P . whe can inkee the dark ot of the [INFRAIEINT I
Huwdson Cormelivg. They are an extremaely lappy family,

foined vt thie daviime hack,

The happiness is reflected in Michelle blarie’s artistic endeavors. Afler pur-
chasing th 353-room manor house upstate, she caught the gardening bug and
has ginee devoted endless hours to her hotanical poraaits. 0 just can’t tear
mysell away from my Dowers, [0% something that [ ooy enjoy.” She and Jon
are alao avid collectors of ant and antiques, “Every item we huy has a peove-
nance,” she says with the anthority of & tree connoisacur,

Muane has recorded vooo albums. Her wocal cover of the Ricky Melson classic,
Garden Pany reached oumber 13 on Billboards Hot Adult Comempaorany
charts, She plays plann, guitag, barp and the pan Aute. *1 2ee musie 38 anoth-
er form of ariatic expression, and [ wouldn™ want to be limited w one type
af an,” Marie says. 1t was fun, bt [ rezlized that 1 enjoyed making music
more when [ did it simply for my own enjoyment. So 1"ve tirmed my full
attention o my work as a paintee”

[he antist made an impezssive debut in New York City with @ show entitled
“CHd Beawty Oueens”™ at Gallery 54, The exhibition drew raves for it layered
paindings poriraying past-their-prime debutanees and beauty gueens. Marie
adorned these ereationg with precions and semipeeciows stones Lo enhance
the effect, “People responded a0 positively 1o the paintings, and the show wis
a0 well received, that it hecame 4 defining moment in oy carcer,” shi says.

“I especially enjov art in which emotional content takes precedence over
form,"” says Marie, who studied Bocoeoe an with a private instroctor in Paris
bt o acdmits to an affinity towasds expressionizm. “In those works vou gel
a trwe reflection of the anist.™ n Marie s colorful oil painting “Maodel in the
Studic 72,7 which appeared on the cover of Galleny Guide mapazing, the
wiork's central figure, a young man, rests on a chaise and peers evocatively
ot at those viewing the piece. The man is surrounded by hundeads of
vihrant squaees hursting with fiery shades of red. blue and yellow that com-
hine with the figure n the foreground to create an wonmistakahle emotional
TEROMENCE,

Beginning in the fall of 2006, Marie's paintings will be featured in a yearslong
exhibition at the luxurious Hotel Carl Gustal on the Caribbean island of St
Berthis. Her collection entitled “Winter Trees on Ok Paneled Boxes™ will he
the exhibition’s focal poiot. The strikingly intricate paintings feature an gr ray
ol geometric triangles (M wogether 1o form wee canopies that seem 1o Ntter
and shift right before the eyve. “10 vou study the triangles, they begin to move
and eremte an optical illusion becauge of how ['ve positioned them,” she savs,
Her inspiration for the idea, agide from the sight of snow-capped trees from
an airplane window, was mathematics. *1 was having a detailed discussion
with a professor of mathematics and [ thought, “Euoreka, ['m going to incor-
piorate math into my work™ she recalls, * came home and staned working on
varions equationg, which lave 1o be exactly right in order o create the illu-
sipn. Otherwise, 1% just 8 bunch of triangles”

Michelle founded the chanty Blankets for Wamnth four vears ago in order 1o
agsial the homebess during the winter months, The Impetes Tor this came one
day when she was struck by the sight of a beawtiful young girl alone, and
cold, cutzide a restaurant she wag exiting. Tt stopped me Do my recks”
Marie recalla. I gave her the cost of T my hack and some money, The nex
day | went to an army surplus stose and hought all the hlankets they had and
distribited them 1o individoals in need theeughout the city, After that, things
got Falling on an annoal basis,”

Blankers for Warmth now has a dedicated stafl of employess and mainiains
six vang. [n partnership with the Cealition for the Homeless, they distribote
theusands of blankets 1o the needy, each winter, It is vory satisfiying for
Marig. “This allows me w make o difference one person at a time.” She hopes
1o expand the program o other cities next year and will spearbead charity
ar guctions w0 belp garner additional awareness and fnancial suppon

For more information please visit hinp; Swowes michellemaniean com



